
During a special meeting held by the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association on Wednesday afternoon, the board 
voted to approve a new athletic calendar that will delay foot-
ball until the spring and will delay any fall sports starting until 
mid-November. 

Cross Country and volleyball are the only two fall sports 
that will be played this year. Both seasons will begin on Novem-
ber 16 and conclude by January 8. Cross Country will be limited 
to 10 meets and volleyball will be limited to 14 matches during 
each sport’s respective regular season. 

Swimming and diving will start with the first regular sea-
son meet on December 7 and will conclude on January 30 with a 
maximum of 10 meets.

Basketball will start its regular season on January 4 and con-
clude on February 19 with a maximum of 14 regular season games. 

Men’s soccer and men’s and women’s lacrosse will play their 
first match on January 25 and complete the regular season by 
March 12 with a limit of 14 matches. 

Football’s first game will be played on February 26 and the 
regular season will end by April 9. Teams can play just seven reg-
ular season games. 

Men’s and women’s golf, men’s tennis, women’s soccer and soft-
ball will start their season on March 15 and conclude on April 30. All 
of these sports will play a maximum of 14 regular season contests. 

Baseball, women’s tennis, track and field and wrestling will 

start their regular seasons on April 26 and finish on June 10. Base-
ball and women’s soccer can play a max of 14 matches, wrestling 
can compete in a max of 14 dual meets and track and field can 
compete in a max of 10 meets. 

Statement from NCHSAA Commissioner Que Tucker
“You all have been waiting patiently for a decision from the 

NCHSAA relative to an amended sport calendar for the 2020-2021 
academic year. Please keep in mind that these proposed dates are 
dependent on COVID-19 conditions improving across NC. However, 
last night the Board of Directors approved a framework we believe 
maximizes the opportunities for students in our membership to 
participate in athletics at some point during this school year, re-
gardless of what plan is a school and/or school system operates.

  The NCHSAA Board approved an amended calendar for the 
2020-2021 school year in a special called meeting for this purpose 
on Tuesday, August 11 via Zoom. This calendar represents the hard 
work of the NCHSAA Staff, Board of Directors and various commit-
tees such as the City/County Athletic Directors, Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee and the Sports Ad Hoc Committee. There is still 
much work to be done on the details of implementing athletic pro-
grams and contests during this pandemic, but we thank these com-
mittees and individuals for their hard work to bring us to this point.

 We recognize that this is a lot of information to digest and 
drastically different from the way the sport calendar has been 
aligned for years in North Carolina. However, as we mentioned 

N.C. High School Football postponed until the spring

Two fishermen set new North Carolina catfish records
July has proven to be hot month in more ways 

than one after two anglers shattered two catfish 
state records within days of each other.

On July 5, Joey Baird, of Lawrenceville, Va., was 
fishing with his friend Mark Conroy, of Macon, when 
he reeled in a 121-pound, 9-ounce blue catfish from 
Six Pound Creek at Lake Gaston. Fifteen days later, 
Pikeville angler Tyler Barnes broke the 15-year-old 
freshwater åfish state record for a flathead catfish, 
after landing a 78-pound, 14-ounce whopper from 
the Neuse River on July 20.

Lake Gaston is home to some massive blue cat-
fish as Baird’s fish is the fourth state record for blue 

catfish to be caught from the lake. The previous record 
holder was Landon Evans, who caught a 117-pound, 
8-ounce blue catfish on June 11, 2016.

Baird caught his record-breaker, which measured 
60 ½ inches in length and 40 ½ inches in girth, using 
cut bait. Baird had his fish weighed on certified scales 
and Stonehouse Timber in Littleton.

Barnes caught his flathead catfish, which mea-
sured 52 inches in length and 37 inches in girth, us-
ing a live sunfish as bait. His catch breaks the previous 
record, held by Brian Newberger of Fayetteville, who 
caught a 78-pound flathead from the Cape Fear River 
on Sept. 17, 2005. He had the fish weighed on certified 

Commission has a flathead catfish and blue catfish 
classification for its North Carolina Angler Recogni-
tion Program. NCARP officially recognizes anglers 
who catch trophy-sized freshwater fish that do not 
qualify for a state record with a certificate featuring 
color reproductions of fish artwork by renowned 
wildlife artist and former Commission fisheries bi-
ologist Duane Raver.

For a list of all freshwater fish state records 
in North Carolina or more information on the State 
Record Fish Program, visit the Commission’s  State 
Record Fish program webpage.

scales at EZ Bait & Tackle in Goldsboro.
Both men used a Big Cat Fever fishing rod to land 

their record-breakers.
To qualify for a N.C. Freshwater Fish State Record, 

anglers must have caught the fish by rod and reel or 
cane pole; have the fish weighed on a scale certified by 
the N.C. Department of Agriculture, witnessed by one 
observer; have the fish identified by a fisheries biologist 
from the Commission; and submit an application with a 
full, side-view photo of the fish.

For anglers who catch a catfish that doesn’t quite 
measure up to these two latest record-breakers but yet 
still meet minimum size and length requirements, the 

 More updates will be provided as the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve.

App State and Wake Forest agree to future football matchups
App State and Wake Forest have agreed to 

postpone their 2020 football contest, which was 
scheduled for Sept. 11 in Winston-Salem, to a fu-
ture year.

  The two schools that are separated by 86 
miles have also agreed to add two more games to 
the series, one in Boone and one in Winston-Sa-
lem, for a total of three future matchups.

 “COVID-19 continues to change many of our 
plans,” App State Director of Athletics  Doug Gil-
lin said. “We are disappointed that this game will 

not be played in 2020, but we look forward to sched-
uling future games in the series within this decade. 
App State-Wake Forest is good for college football, 
good for our state and good for both fan bases. We are 
actively pursuing new opponents for all of this year’s 
nonconference games that have been altered to date.”

 Morgan State and Wisconsin are also no longer 
on the 2020 App State slate due to decisions by the 
MEAC and Big Ten Conference. A Sept. 26 home game 
vs. Massachusetts is the Mountaineer’ other noncon-
ference game currently on the schedule.

 The Sun Belt Conference announced on Tues-
day that its football season will be comprised of an 
eight-conference game schedule with 
an option for each member to add as 
many as four non-conference oppo-
nents, beginning with Week Zero. The 
Sun Belt will host a football champi-
onship game on Dec. 5 between the 
East Division and West Division cham-
pions. If necessary, the date of the 
championship game may be adjusted.

many weeks ago, “We will play again.” In that mantra we be-
lieve, and it is in that spirit that we present this calendar. It is 
the belief of the Board of Directors and our staff that this calen-
dar provides us the greatest chance of providing interscholastic 
athletic opportunities to the students of the NCHSAA for the 
2020-2021 academic year. We believe that this is the best path 
forward to a safe return to the field.

  Our decision-making process has been careful and cal-
culated, as we work to ensure the health and safety of all stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and administrators during this unprec-
edented time. There is still much work to be done in regard to 
playoff formats, COVID-19 related rules modifications for nu-
merous sports, securing potential playoff facilities and providing 
the safest possible regular season opportunities for student ath-
letes. We are committed to that work and will continue to lead 
and govern interscholastic athletic programs across this state 
that support and enrich the educational experience provided by 
our member schools in such a manner to maintain the standards 
of excellence that the NCHSAA has become known for.”

Statement by Dr. Josh Blooms,
NCHSAA Sports Medicine Advisory Committee (SMAC)

“We feel it is critically important to provide opportunities 
for North Carolina student athletes to participate, and com-
pete, in education-based athletics.  While there are risks with 
resuming NCHSAA sanctioned athletics, it has also become very 
clear that there are significant negative consequences with not 
providing this option to student athletes.  Accordingly, this is an 
exercise in balance – and we are committed to an appropriate 
balance of both safety AND participation.

 Our student athletes rely on the leadership and guidance 
of their coaches and mentors, the structure and discipline inher-
ent in sports, and the camaraderie, joy, and excitement inherent 
in training and competing with their friends and teammates. 
For many young people, the void left without sports is filled 
with anxiety, depression, and despair.  While the consequences 
of not participating may be more difficult to quantify than the 
risks of COVID 19 infection, we recognize these consequences 
of NOT participating are real and they are grave.   With this in 
mind, we feel it is crucial to provide some good news and a plan 
for NCHSAA member schools to resume athletics.  Accordingly, 
and with guidance from the CDC, the NC DHHS, and from our 
SMAC, we look forward to providing a path to participation in 
the 2020-2021 academic year.”

High Country Sports (8/13/20)

Nathan Ham’s

For the Latest in Local Sports Coverage, visit https://www.facebook.com/hcsportsnews/


