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As deer season begins, the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission reminds hunters to 
always follow safety guidelines when hunting 
from a tree stand.

“It’s of the utmost importance to always 
use a fall-arrest system and follow the tree 
stand manufacturer’s recommended safety 
procedures,” said Carissa Daniels, the 
Commission’s outreach manager. “These steps 
can go a long way in helping hunters stay safe 
while hunting with a tree stand.”

The Commission’s hunter safety 
education campaign, Home From the 
Hunt, and the Tree Stand Safety Awareness 
Foundation offer these tree stand safety 
recommendations:
Prepping Your Tree Stand
•Before use, check the stand’s belts, chains,  
 bolts and attachment cords for damage
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Wildlife Resources Commission encourages 
safe practices for tree stand hunters

Even though the spring sports season didn’t 
happen due to COVID-19, Ashe County High School 
still earned enough points to win the 2019-2020 Wells 
Fargo Conference Cup for the Mountain Valley Athlet-
ic Conference. 

The Wells Fargo Conference Cup is a compan-
ion to the Wells Fargo Cup and recognizes schools 
with the best overall interscholastic athletic perfor-
mances within individual conferences. Wachovia, 
and now Wells Fargo, has sponsored the conference 
awards program since 1980. In most conferences, 
points are awarded based on participation and stand-
ings in conference play. Each conference determines 
its own method of awarding points.

Thanks to conference championships in men’s 
and women’s indoor track as well as women’s bas-
ketball, Ashe ended up the year with 91.5 points, 

  and wear. Replace them if necessary.
• Ensure you do not exceed the stand    
 manufacturer’s maximum height or weight   
 limits.
•Purchase a full-body safety harness as part of a   
 fall-arrest system.
Setting Up Your Tree Stand
• Let someone know where you are setting up your  
 stand ahead of time.
• Select a healthy, straight tree for your tree stand.
• Have another person assist with setting up the   
 stand.
Using Your Tree Stand
•Always wear and utilize your harness and its tree  
 tether to stay connected to the tree from the   
 time you leave the ground to the time you   
 return to the ground.
• Maintain three points of contact, as most falls   
 occur when climbing up or down.

Ashe County takes first in Wells Fargo Conference Cup

App State’s impressive winning streak against Group of Five programs from 
outside the league ended Saturday, as Marshall pulled out a 17-7 home win in front 
of 12,050 fans.

 After a highlight-reel touchdown grab by Jalen Virgil helped tie the game to 
conclude App State’s first drive of the day, Marshall (2-0) kept the high-powered and 
23rd-ranked Mountaineers (1-1) from scoring again, even though they advanced 
inside the Thundering Herd’s 10-yard line on their first two fourth-quarter posses-
sions.

 App State had won its last seven games against Conference USA opponents 
since falling to Southern Miss in the Mountaineers’ third-ever FBS game in 2014.

 The loss snapped a 12-game winning streak against Group of Five conference 
teams from outside the Sun Belt. UMass, an FBS independent, defeated the Moun-
taineers in 2017.

 App State returns to action next Saturday with a noon home game against 
Campbell.

 Marshall, moving forward from an 8-5 season in 2019, took the lead for good 
on Shane Ciucci’s 29-yard field goal with 2:28 left in the first half and extended its 
advantage on quarterback Grant Wells’ 12-yard keeper for a touchdown with 4:44 
remaining in the third quarter.

 A lost fumble on a fourth-and-1 pass for 41 yards to the Marshall 5 early in the 
fourth quarter and a missed 26-yard field goal with 2:54 left allowed the Thundering 
Herd to maintain a 10-point advantage.

 App State quarterback Zac Thomas completed 22 of 38 passes for 268 yards, 
including the early connection with Virgil for an acrobatic, 11-yard score. Camerun 
Peoples rushed for a team-high 57 yards on 12 carries with the Mountaineers miss-
ing two offensive starters, and Thomas Hennigan made five catches for 88 yards.

App State falls at Marshall, 17-7

 Defensively, linebacker Trey Cobb recorded a career-high 14 tackles, safety 
Kaiden Smith added a career-high 10 and Cobb’s first-half deflection of a pass led 
to safety Ryan Huff’s first career interception in a game televised nationally by CBS.

 Marshall opened the game with a 51-yard touchdown drive, scoring on a 2-yard 
run from Brenden Knox, and App State responded with an 11-play, 85-yard touch-
down drive that lasted more than five minutes.

 Backed up to the 11 for a first-and-goal snap, Thomas lofted a pass toward the 
left side of the end zone, and the ball descended beyond the defender’s reach, into 
the hands of Virgil. He secured possession and managed to drag his feet inbounds 
as he fell to the turf.

 Ciucci’s short field goal late in the first half, forced by Shemar Jean-Charles’ 
end-zone breakup of a third-down pass, was the only other scoring in the first half. 
Daetrich Harrington had a 76-yard touchdown run overturned by a replay that deter-
mined his knee touched the ground near the line of scrimmage, and Huff intercepted 
a pass at the App State 24 following Cobb’s sideline deflection.

 The Mountaineers moved into position for a tying or go-ahead score late in the 
half thanks to two pass interference penalties drawn by Hennigan, who had made a 
diving, left-handed-only catch for 36 yards earlier in heavy traffic earlier in the half, 
but a third-down interception at the Marshall 14 ended that scoring threat.

 Marshall moved ahead 17-7 with 4:44 left in the third quarter on Wells’ touch-
down run, which followed a 67-yard completion to tight end Xavier Gaines. App 
State attempted to rally came up short.

• When climbing or descending, use a   
 lineman’s belt and/or lifeline.
• Raise and lower equipment using a haul line
• Never carry anything as you climb.
•Bring an emergency signal device, such as a  
 cell  phone or a whistle.

For more information on
Tree Stand Safety, visit the Tree 

Stand Safety Awareness Foundation 
web page.

For information on the 
Hunter Education Program, 

Hunting Seasons and Hunting 
Heritage Apprentice Permits, visit 

NCWildlife.org or call 919-707-0031.


