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New York, Georgia and Virginia.
“I’m extremely excited about this freshman class,” 

said Bentley, who is 106-69-1 as App State’s head 
coach. “This is an extremely talented group with a lot 
of high school accomplishments. Their success in the 
Black & Gold will depend on their toughness, work ethic 
and buy-in to our core values. I can’t wait to get to work.”
Class of 2020 recruits
Tommy Askey (149/157 pounds, Pine Bush, N.Y./Pine

Bush)
Jacob Barlow (heavyweight, Greensboro, N.C./Northern 

Guilford)
Jackson Boles (174 pounds, Madison, N.C./South Stokes)
Casey Bolick (197 pounds/heavyweight, Claremont, N.C./

Bunker Hill)

Artificial turf field coming to Lees-McRae 
College for the 2021 athletic season

With the start of the fall semester arriving, App 
State wrestling coach JohnMark Bentley officially an-
nounced the Mountaineers’ Class of 2020 recruits.

Moving forward from a fourth consecutive SoCon 
regular-season title in 2018-19, Bentley oversaw an 
App State program that went 9-3 overall in 2019-20 
and had a school-record six NCAA qualifiers, includ-
ing all four NCAA qualifiers who were products of 
North Carolina high schools.

The 11 wrestlers in the 2020 recruiting class 
combined for 13 individual state championships and 
20 state finals appearances in their prep careers. Six 
members of the class are homegrown talents from 
North Carolina, while Bentley also secured commit-
ments from wrestlers who hail from Pennsylvania, 

Mountaineer wrestling finalizes 2020 recruiting class
Jack Campbell (149/157 pounds, Abingdon,

Va./Abingdon)
Kobe Early (125 pounds, Cary, N.C./Cary)

Heath Gonyer (141 pounds, Greensboro, N.C./
Northern 

Guilford)
Francis Morrissey (149 pounds, Bonaire, Ga./Veterans)
Ethan Oakley (133 pounds, Trinity, N.C./Wheatmore)
Tristan Pugh (149/157 pounds, Friedens, Pa./Shanksville-

Stonycreek/Berlin Brothersvalley)
Connor Quinn (157 pounds, Pottstown, Pa./Owen J. Roberts)

Longtime football rivals App State and Marshall 
announced Monday that they have agreed to add two 
more games to their upcoming series with the first 
matchup now scheduled for Sept. 19, 2020 in Hun-
tington, W.Va., and an additional game in Boone on 
Sept. 8, 2029.

The two schools announced in 2015 a home-
and-home series that includes a 2021 game in Boone 
(Sept. 25) and a 2022 game in Huntington (Sept. 17).

After previously losing all four of their originally 
scheduled 2020 nonconference opponents – Morgan 
State, Wisconsin, Wake Forest and Massachusetts 
– the Mountaineers recently added a Sept. 12 home 
game against Charlotte and a Sept. 26 home game 
against Campbell. The Sun Belt Conference’s Aug. 4 
decision allows each league school to play up to four 
nonconference games in addition to the eight-game 
league slate.

“We are glad to add Marshall to this year’s 
schedule and thankful to athletics director Mike Ham-
rick and his team for working with us to get this done,” 
App State Director of Athletics Doug Gillin said. “This 

App State and Marshall to renew old SoCon rivalry 
with games in 2020 and 2029

regional matchup is good for our student-athletes, alum-
ni and fans.”

App State, the reigning Sun Belt Champion and a 
top-20 nationally ranked team in the final 2019 polls, 
and Marshall, which competes in Conference USA and 
has earned bowl berths in six of the last seven seasons, 
have squared off 22 times on the gridiron, with 21 of 
those matchups coming when the Mountaineers and 
Thundering Herd were both members of the Southern 
Conference from 1977-96. App State holds a 14-8 ad-
vantage in the all-time series.

Marshall was the top-ranked Division I-AA team in 
1994 when No. 24 App State secured a 24-14 upset. 
The next year, the No. 2 Mountaineers went on the road 
to defeat the No. 3 Thundering Herd 10-3 during App 
State’s perfect 11-0 regular season.

“I fondly remember our games against Marshall 
during my playing days,” said App State head coach 
Shawn Clark, a West Virginia native who was a four-
year starting offensive lineman for the Mountaineers 
from 1994-98. “It was an incredible rivalry then, and we 
are excited to renew the rivalry now.”

Scheduled to play for the first time as FBS op-
ponents, App State and Marshall are two of the stan-
dard-bearers for successful transitions to the top level 
of college football.

  The Mountaineers have gone a record-breaking 
5-0 in bowl games during their first five postseason-
eligible seasons, and their 54-12 record since the start 
of the 2015 season ranks No. 5 nationally. Marshall 
lost its bowl debut as an FBS newcomer during the 
1997 season and won bowl games each of the next 
five seasons, contributing to its overall FBS bowl record 
of 12-3.

Lees-McRae College and Bobcat Athletics 
announced on Friday, Aug. 21 that Tate Field, 
home to the men’s and women’s lacrosse 
and soccer programs, will be converted to an 
artificial playing surface with the installation of 
FieldTurf’s Vertex turf. The construction is set 
to begin in September and will be completed 
by the end of the year. 

 “Today’s announcement addresses a 
priority that further elevates our institution and 
places us at the mountaintop for excellence in 
intercollegiate athletics,” President Lee King 
said. “Despite these challenging times, Lees-
McRae is constantly looking to the future and 
building for tomorrow. I’m proud of what this 
means for our students, our coaches, our 
fans, and our community.”

 While the college proudly calls the 
mountains home, the combination of a 
grass field and unpredictable weather has 
challenged countless number of student-
athletes over the years. The new turf field will 
create a sustainable playing surface that will 

be free of any of these prior difficulties.
 “I’m so excited for our student-athletes and 

coaches to be able to utilize this field to enhance 
their experience at Lees-McRae,” said Vice 
President for Athletics and Club Sports Craig 
McPhail. “This marks the continued evolution 
of the Fred I. Dickerson Athletic Complex. We 
have dreamed about this and it feels especially 
good to be a Bobcat today!”

 For current athletes, news of this field 
enhancement could not have come at a 
better time. With the recent announcement by 
Conference Carolinas to postpone fall sports 
competition until the spring of 2021, the four 
Bobcat teams who share Tate Field will benefit 
from the new playing surface soon after its 
completion.

 “FieldTurf is honored and excited to partner 
with Lees-McRae College on such a wonderful 
project. Our joint goal with this new playing field 
is to contribute to the progression of the Bobcat 
soccer and lacrosse programs by providing their 
student-athletes with a high performing and safe 

surface to practice and play on,” said FieldTurf 
Regional Vice President Jim Shanahan.

 With over 6,500 installations in North 
America alone, FieldTurf is a world-
renowned artificial turf installer. In addition to 
guaranteeing unmatched quality and level of 
performance, FieldTurf is using cutting-edge 
CAD-based design capabilities to develop a 
look and feel that is unique to Lees-McRae 
College. The company will install a Vertex 
2.25” turf at Tate Field that is a hybrid of 


