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App State football adds David Lockwood to coaching staff

species, such as deer, turkey and bear also benefit because these an-
imals live in many of the same habitats.

“Whether it is $2 or $200, any amount is greatly appreciated 
and goes a long way toward helping the Wildlife Commission match 
federal and other grants,” said Sara Schweitzer, the Commission’s 
wildlife diversity program supervisor. “These donations also help pay 
for outreach activities and programs, such as our partnership with 
the statewide Box Turtle Connection Study. When we match grants 
using donations, we increase the dollars that we can spend on pro-
grams. For example, if we receive a $100 tax refund donation, we are 
granted an additional $185 for wildlife diversity initiatives.”

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission is asking 
taxpayers to help conserve the state’s most vulnerable wildlife 
populations by donating all or a portion of their tax refund 
directly to the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Fund. The 
Fund supports research, conservation and management of 
nongame animals and endangered wildlife species.

The Wildlife Commission depends on the tax refund do-
nations as the most significant source of non-federal funding 
to support projects that benefit sea turtles, freshwater mussels 
and fish, salamanders, frogs and other wildlife species with-
out a designated hunting and fishing season. However, game 

Tax refunds can help support vulnerable wildlife in North Carolina
North Carolinians can participate by checking line 30 on their 

North Carolina state income tax form, or by telling their tax prepar-
er they would like to donate. If using tax preparation software, like 
Turbo Tax, e-filers receiving refunds will be directly asked if they 
would like to contribute to the N.C. Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Fund. Corporations can also participate and should consult 
with their tax preparer about how to best allocate funds.

If you do not expect a refund or want to contribute in 
other ways, donations are accepted year-round by: Registering 
a vehicle or trailer with a Wildlife Resources license plate. Or 
Donating online at www.ncwildlife.org/give.

Appalachian State finalizes 2021 baseball schedule

App State head coach Shawn Clark added a veteran coach 
with experience at the highest levels of college football to his staff 
Tuesday with the hiring of assistant coach David Lockwood.

 With three decades of experience spanning the SEC, Big Ten, 
Pac-12, Big East, Mountain West, Conference USA and Notre Dame, 
Lockwood will oversee the Mountaineers’ safeties. Mark DeBastiani, 
who coached safeties in 2020, will shift to coach the outside linebackers.

 “David has helped his teams win a lot of games and will bring 
a wealth of experience and wisdom to our staff,” Clark said. “He is 
another high-quality mentor for our players who can also help us win 
championships. We’re excited to welcome David and his family to Boone.”

 Lockwood, who has coached defensive backs at most of his 
stops over the last 20 years and was a Big Ten defensive coordinator 
at Minnesota from 2005-06, was most recently the secondary coach 
at Nevada from 2018-19.

 “I appreciate the opportunity to join the great football staff at 
Appalachian State,” Lockwood said. “I am looking forward to being 
part of the ongoing success of the Mountaineers football program.”

 Lockwood has been part of 16 bowl appearances and 11 bowl wins 
throughout his career, including 14 straight bowl trips from 2002-15.

 He helped Nevada make back-to-back bowl appearances 
during his tenure with the Wolf Pack, including a 16-13 Arizona 
Bowl victory over Arkansas State in 2018, as his secondary recorded 
three interceptions. In his first season in Reno, Lockwood helped 
the Wolf Pack’s total defense improve by nearly 100 yards from the 
previous season, while the team ranked third nationally in red-zone 
defense and 10th in third-down defense.

   A three-year starter at cornerback for the Mountaineers of 
West Virginia, his three bowl trips included playing for the 1988 
national championship in the Fiesta Bowl. Lockwood had multiple 
stints on the staff of his alma mater - coaching the Mountaineer 
cornerbacks in 2008-11 (finished 11th in the nation in pass defense 
in 2010); the defensive backs in 2000 (finished ninth in the nation 

with 19 interceptions and won the Music City Bowl); and starting his 
collegiate career as a graduate assistant in 1989. His pupils Keith Tandy 
and Brandon Hogan earned All-America accolades under his watch and 
were two of several of his players to make it to the NFL.

 Before spending the 2017 season as cornerbacks coach at UNLV, 
he coached cornerbacks in the Pac-12 at Arizona from 2012-15, helping 
the Wildcats make four straight bowl trips (with three wins) and capture 
the most wins in a four-year span in school history. He was the defensive 
backs coach in one bowl-winning season at Kentucky in 2007.

Having served as defensive coordinator at Minnesota for two of 
his five seasons in the Twin Cities, Lockwood helped the Golden Gophers 
reach a bowl game every season from 2002-06. He also coached 
defensive backs at Notre Dame (2001), Wyoming (1999-2000) and 
Memphis (1999), as well as the wide receiver position at Memphis 
(1995-98), James Madison (1994) and Delaware (1990-93). During 
Lockwood’s one season in South Bend, the Irish ranked 10th in the 
nation in pass defense.

 A four-year letterman for the Mountaineers, Lockwood earned his 
bachelor’s degree in physical education from West Virginia in 1989. The 
Pennsylvania native and his wife, Heidi, have three children, Autumn, 
David Jr. and Jeffrey.
 LOCKWOOD AT A GLANCE, COACHING EXPERIENCE:
1989: West Virginia (Graduate Assistant)
1990-93: Delaware (Wide Receivers/Tight Ends)
1994: James Madison (Wide Receivers/Tight Ends)
1995-98: Memphis (Wide Receivers)
1999: Memphis (Defensive Backs)
1999-00: Wyoming (Defensive Backs)
2000: West Virginia (Defensive Backs)
2001: Notre Dame (Cornerbacks)
2002-04: Minnesota (Defensive Backs/Recruiting Coordinator (2003))
2005-06: Minnesota (Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers)
2007: Kentucky (Defensive Backs)
2008-11: West Virginia (Cornerbacks)

2012-15: Arizona (Cornerbacks)
2017: UNLV (Cornerbacks)
2018-19: Nevada (Secondary)

PLAYING EXPERIENCE:
1985-88: West Virginia (Cornerback) • Alma Mater: West Virginia, 1989
Hometown: Media, Pa. • Birthdate: March 23, 1966 
Wife: Heidi • Daughter: Autumn
Sons: David Jr., Jeffrey
Twitter: @CoachDLockDown

BOWL GAMES COACHED:
2000: Music City Bowl (West Virginia won)
2002: Music City Bowl (Minnesota won)
2003: Sun Bowl (Minnesota won)
2004: Music City Bowl (Minnesota won)
2005: Music City Bowl (Minnesota lost)
2006: Insight.com Bowl (Minnesota lost)
2007: Music City Bowl (Kentucky won)
2008: Meineke Car Care Bowl (West Virginia won)
2009: Champs Sports Bowl (West Virginia lost)
2010: Gator Bowl (West Virginia lost)
2011: Orange Bowl (West Virginia won)
2012: New Mexico Bowl (Arizona won)
2013: AdvoCare V100 Independence Bowl (Arizona won)
2014: Fiesta Bowl (Arizona lost)
2015: New Mexico Bowl (Arizona won)
2018: Arizona Bowl (Nevada won)

With weekend visits from four Sun Belt Conference opponents 
and six midweek home games against in-state programs, including 
two ACC schools, App State baseball coach Kermit Smith on Friday 
announced a 54-game regular season schedule for 2021.

 The Mountaineers add 10 newcomers and return 29 players 
from a team that ended an abbreviated 11-6 season in 2020 with 
six consecutive victories and an RPI of No. 62 nationally, including 
fourth among Sun Belt teams. Smith, assistant Justin Aspegren and 
assistant Britt Johnson are entering their fifth seasons together in 
Boone, and Ryan Smoot has joined the staff as a volunteer assistant.

 Weekend home games are tentatively scheduled to begin at 5 p.m. 
(Fridays), 2 p.m. (Saturdays) and 1 p.m. (Sundays), with midweek home 
games starting at 5 p.m. Details about fan attendance policies and ways 
to support App State Baseball are included later in this announcement.

 With practice officially beginning Friday, the 2021 season is 
presented by Chick-fil-A.

 “We are pumped about how our schedule came together,” Smith said. 
“This is the most competitive schedule that we have had in my tenure.”

 Capped by the Sun Belt tournament that starts May 25 in 
Montgomery, Ala., the current 2021 schedule begins Feb. 19 with 
a weekend series at Winthrop and includes 20 home dates at Jim 
and Bettie Smith Stadium over the ensuing three months, with a 
Saturday home opener against North Carolina A&T on Feb. 27.

 Aside from four Sun Belt series in Boone against Arkansas State, 

Georgia State, ULM and South Alabama, the midweek home opponents 
are No. 17 Wake Forest, No. 13 NC State, Charlotte, Davidson, North Caro-
lina A&T (twice) and ETSU. App State will also have weekend road series 
against two in-state programs with recent NCAA tournament appearanc-
es: No. 25 East Carolina and UNCW.

 There are seven total games scheduled against ACC schools, as 
the Mountaineers also face Wake Forest in Winston-Salem, travel to 
NC State and have a three-game series at No. 21 Miami. They also play 
another Power Five program, No. 18 South Carolina, in Columbia, S.C.

 The four road opponents on App State’s league schedule are Georgia 
Southern, Coastal Carolina, Troy and Little Rock — meaning West Division 
teams Texas State, UTA and Louisiana aren’t on the schedule.

 Of App State’s 30 scheduled nonconference games, 27 are against pro-
grams from the Carolinas and Tennessee. In addition to just-beyond-the-border 
trips to Winthrop in Rock Hill, S.C., and ETSU in Johnson City, Tenn., to open the 
season, there’s also a weekend series in Nashville, Tenn., against Lipscomb.

 Overall, App State has 11 games scheduled against teams ranked in 
D1Baseball.com’s Preseason Top 25, and the combined 2020 record of App State’s 
nonconference opponents for 2021 was 134-61 (.687 winning percentage).

 “One of our goals in scheduling has always been to give our fans 
an opportunity to come and see us play,” Smith said. “While things are 
different right now, at the point when fans are allowed to attend games, 
I think we accomplished that goal of putting together a schedule with 
games that are accessible to a lot of our fans.

 “We are fortunate to have great baseball in our state, which 
allows us to travel within the region and still play an elite schedule. I 
cannot wait to get out there with the boys and compete on the 19th.”

CURRENT FAN/ATTENDANCE INFO
 Due to state, local and university COVID-19 guidelines, the 

Mountaineers will begin the 2021 season without fans at Jim and Bet-
tie Smith Stadium. Current state guidelines do allow student-athletes 
to invite up to two family members to their competitions.

 With health and safety as the top priority as the Mountaineers begin 
their 2021 season, fans can show their support by purchasing a Fan Cutout.

 The Fan Cutout program supports App State Baseball while en-
hancing the game day experience at Jim and Bettie Smith Stadium. 
A Fan Cutout is available for $59 apiece and can be picked up as a 
keepsake following the conclusion of the 2021 home schedule.


