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App State’s Dustin Kerns agrees
to contract extension through
2025-26 basketball season

they feel their property is being misused.
Anglers can help prevent the loss of public access 

to fishing by:
Respecting private property and landowners at all 

times.
Removing all trash and litter from fishing and park-

ing areas.
Parking only in designated areas and leaving drive-

ways open for traffic.
Closing and/or locking gates after use.
Reporting wildlife violations by calling 1-800-662-7137.

Wild Turkey Season:
Wild turkey hunting season opens in North Carolina 

on April 3. The youth season is April 3 – 9, and the state-
wide season is April 10 – May 8. Hunters are limited to 
two turkeys for the season, only one of which may be 
taken during the youth season.

Last year, the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion documented a record high turkey harvest during 
the five-week hunting season. The statewide harvest in-
creased by 28 percent and the youth harvest increased 
by 110 percent compared to the average of the three 
previous years. The increase is likely due to North Caro-
linians spending more time outdoors due to COVID-19. 

Chris Kreh, the Commission’s upland game bird 
biologist, confirmed that North Carolina’s wild turkey 
population remains robust despite last year’s increase 
in hunting pressure and harvest.

“Our agency has safeguards in place to ensure that 
overharvest does not occur,” Kreh said. “Five weeks of 
hunting is conservative compared to most states, and 
hunters must comply with a two-bird limit and may only 
take male or bearded birds.”

Trout Season:
The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission will 

open approximately 900 miles of Hatchery Supported 
Trout Waters at 7 a.m. on April 3. The season will run 
through Feb. 28, 2022.

To give trout anglers opportunities to plan fishing 
trips in advance, the Wildlife Commission has posted 
the full Hatchery Supported Trout Waters stocking 
schedule on its website that provides information on 
what days each water is being stocked. Anglers can 
search by county and by month.

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters, which are 
marked by green-and-white signs, have been closed 
since Feb. 28 so that Commission staff can stock the 
waters with trout. Staff will continue to stock certain 
streams through August. Staff will stock many of 
these waters monthly, although they will stock some 
heavily fished waters more frequently. Over the six 
months, staff will stock nearly 787,000 trout — 96 
percent of which will average 10 inches in length, with 
the other 4 percent exceeding 14 inches in length.

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters are open to 
public fish-
ing; howev-
er, many of 
those miles 
are private-
ly owned so 
the Com-
m i s s i o n 
urges an-
glers to respect the property they are fishing on and 
remember that landowners can take away access if 

Trout season and wild turkey season begin April 3
Kreh added that the timing of the state’s harvest 

season is strategic.
“The season dates offer considerable opportuni-

ty for breeding before males are harvested. Hens are 
able to nest and raise poults as they always do.”

Last week, the agency published a gobbling 
chronology report summarizing the findings of a four-
year-study that tracked wild turkey gobbling activity 
across the state. The data confirmed high levels of 
gobbling activity throughout April and May, which like-
ly leads to high levels of hunter satisfaction.    

The youth season is open to anyone under the 
age of 18, and hunters age 16 and 17 must have hunt-
ing licenses. Those under 16 are exempt from license 
requirements provided they are accompanied by a 
licensed adult who is at least 18 years of age. Youth 
who have licenses or a hunter education card may 
hunt without adult supervision. All hunters are must 
report their turkey harvest on a Big Game Harvest Re-
port Card.

Hunting licenses can be purchased on the agency’s 
website, and hunter education courses are available 
across the state and online. All in-person courses require 
participants to follow COVID-19 safety precautions.

Anyone who witnesses suspicious activity such 
as poaching or baiting may be eligible to receive a re-
ward (up to $1,000) by reporting information that leads 
to a conviction to the Turn-In-Poachers program. For 
information on eligible violations and to learn how to 
submit a tip, visit ncwildlife.org/wildtip.

For information about turkey hunting, including 
hunter safety and where to hunt, visit ncwildlife.org.

Husky sports update: Varsity football remains
unbeaten after 41-0 win against East Wilkes

On the heels of App State’s first NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament appearance in 21 years, head 
coach Dustin Kerns has signed a contract extension 
that runs through the 2025-26 season, Director of 
Athletics Doug Gillin announced Friday. The extension 
was approved by Chancellor Sheri Everts and the 
Appalachian State University Board of Trustees. 

In his second year at the helm, Kerns led the 
Mountaineers to their first Sun Belt Tournament 
Championship with four wins in four days in Pensacola, 
Florida. The team has posted two consecutive winning 
records of 18-15 and 17-12 after finishing below .500 
each of the previous eight seasons prior to Kerns’ arrival.

“I would like to thank our players, coaches and 
support staff for all of their hard work and dedication that 
continues to elevate our program,” Kerns said. “Special 
thanks to Chancellor Sheri Everts, the Board of Trustees 

and Doug Gillin for their leadership, vision and commitment 
to App State Basketball. I would also like to thank our great 
fans for their incredible support and passion. Our family is 
humbled and thankful for the Boone community, and we are 
excited about the future at App State.”

App State has been one of the nation’s most improved 
programs over the last two years. The team’s 35 wins are 
tied for the most by a Mountaineer coach in his first two 
seasons since 1942.

“We continue to be excited about our men’s basketball 
program under the direction of Dustin and his staff,” Gillin 
said. “The program’s time in the national spotlight over 
the last few weeks has been tremendous for App State. 
Dustin, his staff and his student-athletes continue to 
pursue excellence both academically and competitively. 
The future is bright for the Mountaineers.”

 Season tickets for the 2021-22 men’s and women’s 

basketball campaigns will go on sale early next week at 
www.appstatesports.com/tickets.

App State has turned around its basketball 
fortunes with dramatically improved defensive play and 
efficient execution on offense under Kerns, who also 
led a turnaround in his two years as the head coach 
at Presbyterian before arriving in Boone. Defensively, 
the Mountaineers held opponents to the lowest scoring 
average in a season since 1980-81 by allowing just 64.1 
points per game. This year’s squad achieved the largest 
scoring differential (+6.2 per outing) since the 2006-07 
team that went 25-8 and earned an NIT berth.

Ashe County senior quarterback Dawson Cox 
passed for 358 yards and four touchdowns to lead 
the Huskies to another dominating win, this time 
41-0 over East Wilkes. Cox completed 23 of his 35 
attempts, good enough for a completion percentage 
of 66 percent. 

As a team, the Huskies ran for 121 yards on 26 
carries, led by Timothy Peterson with 38 yards on 
10 rushing attempts. Andrew Peterson had six car-
ries for 25 yards, Austin Poe had three carries for 32 
yards and Ryan Blevins had two carries for 30 yards, 

both of which resulted in Ashe County touchdowns. 
Thomas Ballard led the Husky receiving corps with 

seven catches for 85 yards and a touchdown, Poe had 
five catches for 81 yards and a touchdown and Timo-
thy Peterson added four receptions for 80 yards and a 
touchdown. Keenan Witherspoon had three catches for 
65 yards, JJ Mannan had three catches for 35 yards and 
Ryan Blevins added one catch for 12 yards. 

The Huskies are 5-0 with two games remaining in 
the regular season. 

Other Husky results
March 23 - Men’s golf finished first in a match with North 

Wilkes, West Wilkes and Wilkes Central.
March 23 – Women’s golf finished first in a match with 

West Wilkes and Wilkes Central. 
March 23 – Men’s tennis defeated Wilkes Central 9-0
March 23 – Women’s soccer defeated North Wilkes 2-0
March 23 – Varsity softball defeated North Wilkes 12-2
March 24 – Men’s tennis (3-2) defeated West Wilkes 9-0
March 24 – East Wilkes defeated varsity softball (2-3) 19-3
March 24 – Women’s soccer (5-0) defeated East Wilkes 9-0
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